ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
When students are asked to complete a research project or assignment there is the expectation they will know where and how to find the information needed. The same is true for faculty who need to perform research in order to meet tenure and promotion obligations. It is assumed that students are information literate because they are technologically savvy (2009 On the Horizon, p. 4). However, the two are not the same. Likewise, it is assumed that faculty members are also information literate because they once conducted research while completing their graduate programs that required a master's thesis or doctoral dissertation. This may not be true either (Badke, 2009 ). Similarly, Eisenberg (2012) identified the "Big6®" which consists of (i) defining the task, (ii) defining strategies for seeking information, (iii) locating and accessing By information, (iv) knowing how to use the information found, (v) knowing how to synthesize the information found, and (vi) knowing how to evaluate the information found.
Over the years, the research process (USG BOR, 2012) has evolved due to changes in the methods and tools used for identifying, finding, and using information. At times, students and faculty may not be sure if they can or should use the Internet. Furthermore, teachers have failed to recognize how students can communicate and access information across the Internet (Arafeh, S., Levin, D., Rainie, L., & Lenhart, A., 2002). Subsequently, the time it takes to conduct research and do a good job as well as finding information quickly seems to be concerns for any researcher (Hauser, 2003; Fernekes, Skinner, & Shepherd, 2004) . Whenever students and faculty are uncertain of where to begin they tend to seek assistance from librarians who can help them. Regardless of whether it is the "Big6®" or information literacy, students and faculty conducting research should feel comfortable in knowing how to perform the research process in order to complete their research project or assignment. 
Defining Linking Technologies
While assisting students locate articles from reading lists provided by their professors for a variety of class assignments, several librarians found the information to be out of date, mistyped, or our library did not own it. During this time, the author was also teaching a graduate level Education course where the author required his/her students to write a research paper. Her colleagues and she/he determined it would be easier for all of her students if had a way to connect to the resources needed for their assignments and research paper. We felt this would reduce the time it took to find the articles and allow the students more time for synthesizing and analyzing the information they found. Moreover, faculty and students expected smooth access to the information they were seeking (Hoffman, 2001 ). So we asked ourselves how could we do journal titles in a specific subject area were desired, they could connect to those as well. Next, the used the library catalog to connect to specific books and/or journal titles.
Similarly, to the Electronics A-Z list, the library catalog could also be used to identify lists of books and/or journals arranged by subject and links could be made available to these lists. Another way they linked to information was to connect to specific databases or databases grouped by subject. This same method also allowed us to link directly to specific articles found in those databases. And lastly, resources placed on course reserves could also be linked to from within a course management system or web page. . Students unable to purchase the book will now be able to access the information without any problems.
Another example may involve finding a journal article on student achievement and mathematics over a three year timeframe for an upcoming discussion group. As long as you have some part or all of the bibliographic citation (e.g, author's name, journal title, article title, date, page numbers, volume/issue number), the article can be located ( Figure 2 ). Once located, the persistent link should be available which can also be copied and pasted in the same manner as the persistent url for the book (Zach S.
Henderson Library, 2012). In the same way a faculty member made resources available to students in their classes, these same resources can be made available to colleagues working on research projects, or students collaborating on group projects.
Implications
Using the linking tools helps us to spend more time analyzing and using the information as described in the "Big6®" as opposed to spending time finding the information (Forbes, 2004) (Table 1) The url listed in the Internet Address box will link you to the record in the library catalog. If you right click then copy and paste the url next to "online access" then you'll be connected directly to the book.
Figure 1. Linking to a Book
Click on the "permalink" button and the url will show for you to copy and paste. Note: location of "permalink" or label: permalink may be different in other databases. 
Conclusion and Recommendation
Creating global and collaborative workspaces is becoming more and more prevalent. If you are interested in making such an environment for your class or research group consider incorporating linking technologies. This will allow you to connect directly to books, articles, subject lists for books or journals, databases, or course reserves while providing easy access to your students and colleagues.
Using these linking technologies to connect directly to library resources should help to promote information literacy and serve the students better in locating information as described by the "Big6®" (Forbes, 2004; Fernekes, Skinner, & Shepherd, 2004) . This also ensures students will be using library funded materials instead of less 
